THAIS "

COMEDIE LYRIQUE IN 3 ACTS AND 7 TABLEAUX

Poem by LOUIS GALLET
After the Novel of ANATOLE FRANCE
English text by HERMANN KLEIN

Music by

J. MASSENET
Act 1

THE THEBAID First Tableau

The huts of the Cenobites on the banks of the Nile.

Andante molto calmo (84=J\)
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Day is not yet ended. Twelre Cenobites and old Palemon ave seated at a long rustic table. Inthe centre,

Palemon prcsides over the frugal and peaceful repast.
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One place is racant, that of Athanaél.
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PALEMON rising, impressively.
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Que lrs noirsdemons de l'a - hi - me  se_cartent de no_tre che.min!

Oh tiern TRou c_side from our patk.awvay  the oricel backdemonsaft hell!
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OTHERS. OTHERS.
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Athana¢l appears; he approaches slowly, as if evhansted from fatique and orief.
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animando un poco
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Athanaél sinks into hinplace hearily, and gently puts avide tae food which they offer him.
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Rouxing himself from hix torpor, b

rinf 3 =

A E}:%; = > ¥ =1 . :
4 .
U . ne pre_tresse in.fa . me
with quiet, simple curiosity. A shameless and wic . kedpriestess!
| -
J r < 5 ¢ -t ﬁ i £ -
Quelle est cet _ te Tha . 1s?
THE 12 CENOBITES And who iy thisTha . 3Is?
m _
Quelle est cet _ te Tha . is?
And who is thisTha . is?
=y
T 3 2
R —
25 ===
& <5 % 3
falling into it again.
pip 1
A. | Lt 7 ul ﬁ == . —
ducul.te de Vé ust
ncul.te de Venus! =7
A daughter of VeM "# A
38 3
= ; =: 2
(Y L U ]
r crese.
L) ] L S
fr—ta——+——— : »— ﬁ
iR S—— ] ] N G
b > #
Humbly, with charm, as though recalling
Athanaél rises slowly before resuming. the distant past.
p /——'—\_
A.BEg = T — — =",
D o 1'1 T + ¥ ¥
e_lasl!.. en_fant en.
A las! whilstyet a
/—- \
¢
ben cantato
[
<




B {

/—\ 9 —
@}:g‘ﬂ -IL'. = ﬂ l= [y I : N - E —d i . /
- COo . - re, a . vant quamonceeur___la gra. . . ceait ;ra.r_lé,
sim . ple youth, with heart still untouckd___ by grace all di.vine,_
—
IT } \ m—
r— al m r . ) % ] |
o = = = = e s e
[Y Y . - _
7 —F 1 =17
‘-9— — 1
2o 2 ———— , I :
L] ﬁ- ﬂ %
—_— gradually more sombre, more agitated. vief b
: —- 3 ‘I- i l 1L - . 1 L ) | . |
bel r ; ] § i‘[rl ,'. ‘} - i ) § .I - J L 4
jelai con.mmn _ e.. je lai conmu . e!
I once didsee her... ! once didsee her!
R e
qu/'J\L /: ]Jluf r
¥ 2™ A ¢ 8 i S i Y I] | - } 4 1 -
e —— = J
. e - e e —
R | y /1 —Y r =
N
. a b o £33~ S B B
SR "y 1 —o—H—T L - s
P g g5
Un jour, je l'a_voued ma hon _ te, de_vant son seunil mau .
Oneday, I confess it with loath . ing, on hkerthreshold ac .
Y Piu mosso f|/\|
Fim = 2 + =
—
m.d. ms erese. . . .
S —— = = I— 3
e =S
)i} F— AJ I 7} “qg
¥ ﬁf i
»
- 73 N N S | |
s =o Tt = =|
1 33—t Y—y 71 —t —
11 ; ’. T YA A
- dit je me suis ar.ré . te,
- cursed kes.t. tat.ing 1  stood.
R —— animando
3
G — A 5~
—t—7 =t =‘1 1— = i‘;:%
i 7 v, - w
3
T L o o 1Y R
: = 05




u

_ 1° Tempo ,
£ R o 1 =
A. % 3 - 5 E v ) 7 -3 lrﬁl :Lv 174 1 4 1 - Y
) - L 1 4 y’ jV' - - ) 4 . A y 1
MaisDien __________ m'a pré_ser.vé de cet_te courti-sa. _ neet
But God————___ tn pi.ty saved  me from that cour.te.san and,
1° Tempo n '
M~ =
} e —tF 2 = + z

—N——— _p- g P o aP  Ja = S.

A. r 1 I —h— o o . e——— 2 |
M i 7 :YI7 - # 'u [rl '! - ’ o T ; 5 " - ) |
jaitrouvé le calmeen ce dé . sert... mau.-dis_sant le peche que
tn the de.sert,peaceto me re . stored... How 1 cursedthen thesip I so
A A
S R SR S
#i ‘ L — — - —
= — W—Lﬁi——r:—r_‘
3 r -r‘ r —T f_ —_ - - ".If .zf.
e L
- 1 i’ i 47 1 # ) 4 i
— 3 = E
v v
sfA ? —~—hA A A A
28 A A .f}" £ ig-be £ J"";h'i T E £
4 -1 -4 I 17 = i t — - l'l ;ll . i j:
i ! r . , :
jaurais pu commet . tre! Ah! moname esttrou.blé _ e! Lahonte de Tha.
nearly had commit . ted! Ah! my soul is sore trow. bled!Theshame of Tha.

AA/\

e L} - g—o
Tf f_F S S}__—p : ?

eSPressivo m.s.
It — et
I = @
v
A"
s ’te. %EA - = 4. 2 5. 4 dim.
A —F 1T ' 1 } 1) y m— - l(l 1{
. +- 1 } L i } ’V f'l }I _{ 4
- 1s et lemal quel.le fait me - cau . sent u.ne peinea.mé. . .
- is and the ¢ . vil she works cre. ate tn  me a bit.ter sor . . .
A
e L N
gy 1
v
s s
t
=
<




pinf molto espressivo

y N A ) 4 ! 4 ) & ) ] | - L 4 " 4 ) & - |

-re, et je voudraisga.gner cette &8 . mea Dien! Oui, je voudraisga -
- row; fain would I win that fal. . lensoul Jor God! Yes, lwoddwin that

] I | | N
| = } =1
% pE= = F =

|

= =

cresc. . -
N~ it ) o
JL X bl L ) & - 4 } & 1 | L

. gner___cetted . med Dien! aDieu! a Dieu!
Jal . lensowd__ for CGod! forGod! for God!

R - PPy vy
) I [f senza riten.
S SERERE

PALEMON V]

-4
-]

L

[
’-ﬂh-

|

aw

y—r r v Yy v
Ne nousmelons jamais,mon fils, __

My son,do not mingle with -
! E A — y ,do not mingle with peo
Y _§_

Y s Y—T 192 i #
T ' 3
p———

W } f
o | 1 1] 1 ) §
1 ) 4

bus L | 4 1”4 1] b §

T T ]'1 lrl V | 4 L4
auxgens du sié . cle; craignonslespié.ges de IEs_prit. " Voi .
- -ple of this ¢ . ra; be. ware of the snaresof the Spi . - rit;  For
B . |

a1 e e e
J I":‘t N




13

P night slowly comes on.
e —
lyj JYJ :I l. ) 4 4 : X ly Y 4 ' : |
-lg, ce quenousdit la sa.gesse e.ternel . - le.
suchis the counsel  of the Wis_dome.ter . - mal. (sx—J)
o P e P P ] ;
E == i i
Ir ~anans 0 cannnan p '
m: PR IL 1 1
— o'ﬁ \: Eg ": ) | L
g IX Pt
ST s 4 " - N —
P25 } i DT = = ﬁ.f
R4 e ’
Lamit vient, ;?ri- ons et dor.mons.
It grows dark; letus pray andthen sleep!
L
il
devoutly. Let us
p|
= + = =
) | ) | b § :l l'l 1
Pri .
Letus
; L hele .
@F;? SIS et
| P =g
—— —
s = = = =
h.—.: <~ > bo h“
oy ——T
: e
= < — ¢
. o ) Que les noirs démonsde l'a -
All, with mysterious fear, with bowed .
Aeads and hands clasped. O turnthou & .sidefromour
. 1 3@ e i T
1 N 3 I'I Irl I;'I lr: l'l er v 4
Que les noirs démons de l'a.
O turnthow a -side from our

-

s 3 o L\ Koot — z —w—
[ % 1 - + r 3
= © *__ _*



In the same attitude they
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* Athanaél has lain down upon a mat before his hut, hix head resting ripon a small block

of wood, kis hands clasped.
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16 =VISION= From out of a mist ix seen the interior of the theatre at Alerandria. Animmense crowd
wpon the benches. In fronmt is the stage wpon which Thais (lightly clad and with face veiled)
Allegro imitates the postures of Aphrodite. (1)
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(’) Tlnzs, nim?nl devant 1a funle du theitre d'Alexandrie, n'est par consequeat vue que de dox par le public de Ja salle.
Thaix, dancing before the crowd in the theatre at Alecandria, comequently hes her back tarned to the veal audience.
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mollo espressivo e appassionato
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In the Alexandrian theatre: long outhursta of enthusiasm,

with an effect of extreme distonce.
# poco a poco pii appassionato

Nevertheless the crowd can be distinctly heard
shouting the name of Thats.
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The applause recommences and increases until the end,
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The Cenobitex accompany Athanaél ax far as the road; then, kneeling in groups,they respond to his
stterances ax his voice dies away in the solitude of the Thebaian desert .
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Ar. me son coeur pour le com . bat!
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b ¥ ) 4 I}) ) 3
.. = = : ]
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ALEXANDRIA

PIANO

Allegro maestoso 50:J .
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poco rall,

THE TERRACE OF THE HOUSE OF NICIAS AT ALEXANDRIA,

Thix terrace overlooks the city and the sea; it stands in the shade of :~ll trees,
On the right a rvast awning, behind which is the chamber prepaved for the bauquet .
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Athanael enters slowly and waits at the back; sceing him, a servilor seated undor the portico

rizses and adrances to meet him.
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THE SERVITOR raising his stick.
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ATHANAEL firmly and caimly.
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The servitor flinches before the look and attitude of Athanaél,
then bows and dixappears into the houxe.
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contemplated the city from the terrace.
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De ton amour
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! The voices of Crabyle and Myrtale,in the house.
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Nicias comes forth, leaning on the shoulders of Crobyle and Myrtale,
two beantiful laughing slaves,

in bursts of laughter.
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Rictaxperceives Athanaél, ke stops,

und lexrves the two slaves.

Then, recognizing kim, he runs to kim 41
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48 Myrtale claps her hands. The serritor enters and she gives him an order. He goes out
and returns immediately with slaves bearing a bor from whick Crobyle and Myrtale take
out the things necessary for Athanacl's dress; also 1 mirroz, wherein they laughingly
show Atm his face.
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jeune, il est beau! Sesyeux sont pleins de fen! Il est
hand . some, he is  young! Ilis eyes are full of fire! He is
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Crobyle and Myrtale, at first frightened by the rough refusal of Athanail,
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Loud acclamations heard in the distance.
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At the noise Nicias goes to the terrace; he
looks towards the city.
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Groups of actors mingling with Philosophers, friends of Nicias, appear upon the terrace, preceding
by a few moments the arrival of Thais.
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the bangueting hall, as hix slaves vaise the cirtains.
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Thaix haz been gently held back by Nicias when about to follow her friends to che banquel_  Nicias seats
himaelf: Thaix ix near him._. She remains standing and vesponds with an ironical smile ax Nicias lovingly
but sadly contemplates her.
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Some Philosophers, among them Atharaél issue from the hall, discussing seriously togellner, and more
slowly towards the terrace, where they stop. Athanaél separales from the group; he remains still in a severe

attitude, looking at Thais.
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The Philosophers ceaxe their conversation and move towards Thais.
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THAIS to Athanaél, with a kind of ivonical coaxing.
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At the house of Thais.
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she murmurs, with a smile and as if by instinet, a sort of mysterious incantation.
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Second Tableau

Before daun.—. An open place before the house of Thaix.— Under the portico, in the foreground,
small statuette of Eros; in front of the image, a lighted lamp.
The moon still lights up the place.— At the bottom of the steps of the portico Athanaél vests sleeping upon
the pavement. At the back, to the right, is a house wherein are gatheved Nicias and kis companions.
The windows are illuminated, and the sound of festive music is heard.
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Thais appears; she takes the lamp and raises it above her head to look around the place. She thus descends
the steps. She perceives Athanaél, puts the lamp doun again, and veturns to him.
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Largo (molto sustenuto e hen cantato)
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Allegretto con spirito (senza affrettare)
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1° Tempo allegretto
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N°5. zznimato (in un tempo)
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Moderato 169

NICIAS on the entry of 'La Charmeuse” p Mlm-tale

to Crobyle
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P meno ma appena sensibilmente
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A/l\legro brillante (senza affrettare)




Presto (in un tempo)
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Athanaél appears on the threshold of the house with a lighted torch in his hand.
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shouting with loughter.
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Athanaél and Thais stand together, upright, very calm, looking

al the threatening crowd.
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Nicias dips iifto Ris pursp, and throws handfuls of gold. to Athanaél
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La toile west haissée rapidement.
The curtain is lowered quickly.
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Act III

First Tableau

THE OASIS

A well under the palms. Further off, a shelter for travellers amidstthe verdure.
Beyond on the verge of the sand, under the burning sun,the white cells of Albines retreat.
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Thais and Athanaél appear,
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ATHANAEL roughly.
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Changing his tone.
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He goes slowly away towards the shelter, fetches thence fruit in a basket,
then praceeds to the well with « wooden cup.
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Athanaél returns, bringing water and fruit
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4 Second Tubleau

THE THEBAID

The huts of the Cenobites on the banks of the Nile._ The sky is crimson in the West
A storm ¢s threatening._ The Cenobites have just finished their cvening meal, and are

looking at the sky with vague alarm.
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Bright flashkes of lightning and rolling of distant thunder
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In the Thebaid. Athanaél asleep in the same place. Thais stands mear Aim.
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ATHANAEL wildly, repeating the words heard during the rizion.
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268 Third Tableau

THE DEATH OF THAIS

The garden of the monastery of Albine,
Under the shade of a great figtree, Thais lies extended, as if dead.
Her companions and Albine surround her.

Almost murmured.
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ALRINE aside, contemplating Thaix. 269
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Athanaél, very pale, very troubled, appears at the entrance to the garden.
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Alhine has placed herself with rvespect in front of him. The White Nuns form a group which at
first screens from Athana?l the sight of Thais.
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ALBINE to Athanaél, simply.
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The companiors of Thais having separated, Athanaél percerves her.
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Andante religioso
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ATHANAEL with ardour.
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she raises herself up.
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APPENDIX for theatres which do not gire the Ballet.
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KR! ’Tis  he! A_tha.na . €l!
| __Tenori f! | !
o ]
A_tha.na.el!
FRIENDS. 4.tha.na €l!
the same.
Bassi f 73
N A_tha.na_él!

A.-tha.na.eél!
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Sa.lut, sa.ge des sa . . ges! Tha.is a donc dé.sarme ta rai.
All hail,oh wisest of the  wise! Tha_3s, it seems, has up.set  thygood
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Sa._lut, sa_ge des sa - - gesl Tha.is a donc desarme ta rai.
All hail, ok wi.sest of the  wise! Thais, it seems, hasup.set thy good
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Sa.lut, sa.ge des sa . - ges! Tha.is a donc dé.sarmé ta rai.
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